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GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN 
 

ELFAN DYFED AP REES (1941–2026) PUBLISHER, HISTORIAN AND 
FOUNDER OF THE HELICOPTER MUSEUM 

CREDIT: Flypast Magazine Facebook:  
The international helicopter community has lost one of its most dedicated champions with the death of 
Elfan Dyfed Ap Rees, who died on 24 July 2026 at the age of 84. For more than sixty years, Elfan 
devoted his life to documenting, preserving and promoting the history of rotary-wing aviation. As the 
founder of Avia Press Associates and The Helicopter Museum at Weston-Super-Mare, his influence 
extended across publishing, historical research, aircraft preservation and the international helicopter 
community. After joining Westland Helicopters in Weston-Super-Mare in 1960, he founded Avia Press 
Associates in 1964. Through publications including Helicopter International, HeliData News and 
HeliData Classified, he became one of the world’s best-known specialist aviation publishers. His 
magazines were read throughout the civil and military helicopter industries and earned a reputation 
for their technical accuracy, comprehensive reporting and meticulous historical research. Alongside 
his publishing work, Elfan built one of the world’s most significant private archives relating to 
helicopter history, becoming a recognised authority frequently consulted by manufacturers, operators, 
museums, authors and fellow historians. His greatest legacy was the creation of The Helicopter 
Museum, officially opened in 1989. What began as an ambitious preservation project grew into the 
world’s largest museum devoted exclusively to helicopters and autogyros, with a collection exceeding 
one hundred aircraft spanning the development of vertical flight. The museum’s collection includes 
numerous historically important and unique aircraft, among them the Hafner RII Revoplane, the 
world’s oldest surviving helicopter, the record-breaking Westland G-LYNX, holder of the absolute 
helicopter world speed record, the remains of Fairey Rotodyne, Bristol Belvedere, Saunders-Roe 
Skeeter, Westland Dragonfly and many other rare British and international rotorcraft that might 
otherwise have been lost. One aircraft, however, perhaps best illustrates Elfan’s determination to 
preserve aviation history. In 1974 he acquired Bristol Belvedere XG452, then little more than a fire-
training hulk at RAF Ternhill, after years of unsuccessful attempts to save a surviving example. What 
followed became one of British aviation preservation’s most remarkable restoration stories. Former 
Bristol helicopter engineers volunteered their expertise, the Royal Navy transported the aircraft to 
Weston-Super-Mare, and after an international search for missing components, including a personal 
appeal by Elfan to Singapore’s Prime Minister, Lee Kuan Yew, more than three tonnes of irreplaceable 
Belvedere parts were eventually recovered and returned to Britain aboard a RAF Hercules. The 
restoration became a defining project of the museum and embodied Elfan’s belief that no historically 
significant aircraft should be abandoned while there remained any possibility of saving it. His 
expertise and standing within the helicopter world were recognised through numerous appointments. 
He served as Chairman and later President of the Helicopter Club of Great Britain, President of the 
Fédération Aéronautique Internationale (FAI) Rotorcraft Commission, later becoming President of 
Honour, and Vice-President of Aviation Heritage UK. He was also a qualified helicopter pilot, bringing 
practical flying experience to complement his historical knowledge. He co-founded and directed 
Weston Super HeliDays, helping to develop it into one of Europe’s leading civilian helicopter events. 
The annual show, which ran for 20 years, attracted aircraft and visitors from around the world, 
promoting the helicopter industry to the public and raising significant sums for charity. His contribution 
to aviation was recognised internationally through numerous awards, including the Helicopter 
Association International Excellence in Communications Award, a Winston Churchill Fellowship to 
study the Russian helicopter industry, the Eric Brown Award from the British Helicopter Association, 
the Historical Achievement Award from the American Helicopter Society, the Les Morris Award from 
the International Organisation of Pioneer Helicopter Pilots (the Twirly Birds), and the Lifetime 
Achievement Award from Aviation Heritage UK. Few individuals have done more to preserve Britain’s 
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helicopter heritage. The aircraft he rescued, the history he published and the museum he created will 
continue to tell that story long after his lifetime. 
 
CREDITS: Company Websites unless specified otherwise. 
 
CREDIT: U S Air Force, Steve Trimble/Aviation Week Network  - 27 July 2026 - A replacement for 
the Boeing B-52H test aircraft lost on 15 June will not be available until late 2027, which is adding 
pressure to the already three-year-late Radar Modernization Program, U.S. Air Force officials told 
reporters. “Obviously, the crash was not in our original schedule, so we need to look at our schedule 
and adjust as necessary,” said Col. Timothy Spaulding, the program acquisition executive for 
Bombers. The crashed B-52H, which killed all eight crewmembers and remains under investigation, 
was flying with a prototype of the RTX APQ-188 active, electronically scanned array (AESA) radar, 
which is the subject of the Radar Modernization Program (RMP). The Air Force previously planned to 
operate two test aircraft equipped with the APQ-188, and the crashed B-52 had been the first. The 
second test aircraft is still in modification and is expected to join the RMP in flight testing later this 
year, Spaulding said. The Bombers program is considering options for replacing the second aircraft, 
but has not made any decisions as the safety investigation continues. 
AIRBUS: - 2 June 2026 - The A350-1000ULR (MSN 707), the first of 12 aircraft ordered by Qantas 
has completed its first flight in Toulouse, France. The aircraft, fitted with special flight test 
instrumentation, flew for three hours 43 minutes reaching an altitude of slightly above 41,000 feet. The 
aircraft was flown by a dedicated Airbus Flight Test crew. The A350-1000ULR is being developed for 
Qantas Airways to enable non-stop flights between Sydney and New York and London for the first 
time ever - a distance of almost 10,000 nautical miles, with flight times of up to 22 hours. This is made 
possible primarily by the integration into the aircraft structure of an additional rear centre tank 
(RCT), enhancing further the aircraft performance and increasing the range of the aircraft by 1,000 
nautical miles. The second A350-1000ULR to be produced for Qantas will be the first scheduled to be 
delivered to the airline in April 2027. 
***** 30 June 2026 - Scandinavian carrier SAS has placed a firm order with Airbus for 18 A330-900 
aircraft as part of its ongoing fleet renewal strategy. The agreement was signed during a ceremony in 
Copenhagen. 
AIRBUS HELICOPTERS: - 8 June 2026 – Airbus Helicopters introduced an uncrewed version of its 
proven H145, the U145, during ILA Berlin airshow, where the company displayed a full-scale mock-up 
of the new model. The U145 complements Airbus’ helicopter and uncrewed aerial systems (UAS) 
offering. A maiden flight with a safety pilot onboard is planned for the end of 2026, with entry into 
service at the beginning of the next decade. 
***** 9 June 2026 – Airbus Helicopters’ H160 helicopter has entered into service for its first European 
offshore energy missions. NHV Group has begun operating two helicopters leased from GD 
Helicopter Finance (GDHF) to support oil and gas and offshore wind crew change operations in 
Northern Europe. 
***** 10 June 2026 – Airbus Helicopters has signed a contract with the Ministry of Internal Affairs of 
Romania for the acquisition of 12 multirole helicopters, comprising seven H160 and five H145 aircraft. 
***** 15 June 2026 – Avincis, Europe’s largest emergency aerial services operator, and Airbus 
Helicopters have signed a contract for up to 15 H145 helicopters. The new aircraft will be deployed 
across Avincis’ extensive network, strengthening its operational presence in the Nordics, Italy, and 
Spain for HEMS and other mission segments like offshore transportation. 
*****  17 June 2026 – Airbus has delivered the first H135 helicopter for Canada’s Future Aircrew 
Training (FAcT) program, achieving a key milestone in the modernisation of pilot training for the Royal 
Canadian Air Force (RCAF). The aircraft is designated the CT-153 Juno for service in the RCAF. 
***** 18 June 2026 - Airbus Helicopters and the Republic of Armenia have signed a contract for the 
acquisition of six H145 helicopters. The multi-purpose H145 helicopters will be utilised for transport 
missions. This acquisition represents Armenia's first-ever contract with Airbus Helicopters. 
***** 24 June 2026 – Airbus Helicopters has delivered the first H145M helicopter to the Kingdom of 
Belgium. The aircraft is part of a wider procurement contract signed in 2024 via the NATO Support 
and Procurement Agency (NSPA) to equip both the Belgian armed forces and the Federal Police. 
Highlighting the growing momentum of the programme, Belgium has also recently exercised its option 
for three additional H145M helicopters, bringing the nation’s total fleet on order to 20 aircraft. 
***** 30 June 2026 – Airbus Helicopters and Kasi Healthcare signed an agreement for the 
procurement of up to two Airbus H135 helicopters for emergency medical services. This agreement, 
was announced during the 3rd Nigeria Airlift 2026 Forum. 



*****  7 July 2026 – Airbus has finalised a contract for the purchase of 10 H125 helicopters by U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection Air and Marine Operations (CBP AMO). These aircraft will be 
operated by Air and Marine Operations to support critical law enforcement, border security, and public 
safety missions across the United States. 
***** 30 July 2026 – Airbus Helicopters has officially delivered the first NH90 Standard 2 to the French 
Armament General Directorate (DGA). This new variant of the NH90 TTH was designed specifically 
for special operations. France has ordered a total of 18 NH90 Standard 2 helicopters that will be 
delivered by mid-2029. They will be operated by the French Army Aviation’s special forces squadron 
in Pau. 
AIRBUS MILITARY: - 16 June 2026 – Airbus Defence and Space has signed a contract with OCCAR 
(Organisation for Joint Armament Cooperation), acting on behalf of the French Directorate General of 
Armaments (DGA), for the development of new capabilities for the A400M. These upgrades, known as 
the “Parallel Mission System” (PMS), aim to equip French A400M with multi-mission capabilities in the 
fields of intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance (ISR). Following a development phase, the new 
equipment will be installed on board the first French A400M in 2027 and tested in flight in 2028. A 
number of aircraft in the Air and Space Force fleet will then be retrofitted to accommodate a PMS kit. 
Furthermore, Airbus Defence and Space is already exploring the development of other capabilities for 
the A400M, such as long-range jamming, a mother-ship function for the in-flight release of drones and 
missiles, an increase in payload capacity to 40 tonnes, and finally firefighting capabilities. 
***** 7 July 2026 – At the NATO Summit Defence Forum, the governments of Belgium, Croatia, 
France, Poland, Spain, Türkiye and the United Kingdom, launched a High Visibility Project for the 
Airbus A400M. This multinational initiative builds on the success of the Multinational MRTT Fleet 
(MMF). It is designed to address strategic airlift capability gaps among European allies, with the 
eventual establishment of a Multinational Fleet centred on the Airbus A400M military aircraft. 
ATR:- 2 June 2026 – At the end of May, ATR formally delivered the first ATR 42-600 aircraft of a 
previously undisclosed order of three to PNG Air in Papua New Guinea, following a purchase 
agreement initiated late 2024, this first delivery marks the beginning of the airline’s ambitious renewal 
plan, that places ATR aircraft at the heart of its future network.  
***** 9 June 2026 - On 5 June 2026, Cambodia Airways took delivery of the first of two ATR 72-600s, 
following an official ceremony attended by senior representatives from Cambodia’s State Secretariat 
of Civil Aviation, Cambodia Airways and Avation PLC. This marks the entry of the aircraft type into the 
airline’s fleet. Ordered through Singapore-based lessor Avation, the first turboprop hjas now entered 
service, while the second aircraft is expected to be delivered in the fourth quarter of 2026. 
BAE SYSTEMS: - 3 July 2026 - The United Kingdom, Italy and Japan awarded an 18-month £4.6 
billion development contract for the Global Combat Air Programme (GCAP), the sixth-generation 
fighter intended to enter service by 2035. The contract was placed by the GCAP Agency, that 
manages the program on behalf of the three governments, with Edgewing, being the program's 
trinational industrial prime contractor. 
BETA TECHNOLOGIES: -  9 July 2026 - New Horizon Aircraft Ltd. announced that it has selected 
BETA Technologies, Inc.an aerospace and defence company to supply its advanced flight control 
computers on the Company's full-scale hybrid-electric VTOL aircraft, the Cavorite X7. 
BOEING: - 5 June 2026 - Boeing [NYSE: BA] and Riyadh Air announced that the new carrier's first 
two, from its order for up to 72 787 Dreamliners, passenger airplanes, were delivered and arrived in 
Riyadh. 
BOEING MILITARY – During June, Boeing announced several validations in the development of 
their MQ-28 Ghost Bat Collaborative combat aircraft including the following: Stealth performance, 
enhancements include an increased wingspan, which allows the MQ-28 to carry an additional 2,000 
pounds of fuel, stores, and mission payloads. It can also be provisioned to carry two AMRAAM 
missiles or four small diameter bombs (SDBs) internally, Significant software development upgrades 
compliant with Government Reference Architecture, upgraded modular missionized nose, Beyond 
Line of Sight (BLOS) communication links, and joined forces for further development with Diehl 
Defence and Rohde & Schwarz. In July further steps occurred: MQ-28 Ghost Bat participated in 
Exercise Valiant Shield alongside F-35A, F-35B, F-15EX, HC-130, E-3, E-2D, EA-18G, RC-135, and 
various other joint and coalition aircraft becoming the first and only collaborative combat aircraft 
(CCA) deployed to a multinational, joint operational exercise. 
***** 12 June 2026 - Boeing is focused on meeting its commitments, and we bid for programs where 
we believe we can provide the right solution tailored to our customers’ needs and requirements. After 
careful evaluation, we have determined the T-7A does not meet the U.S. Navy’s Undergraduate Jet 
Training System requirements. We have therefore informed the Navy that we will not bid on the 
current RFP. We remain committed to delivering the T-7A as a modern, growth-oriented training 



solution for 4th, 5th and 6th generation pilots as requirements evolve. We look forward to providing 
and sustaining both current and future capabilities for the Navy. 
BOMBARDIER: - 5 June 2026 - Bombardier announced that the Global 8000 business jet, set its first 
speed record on a mission departing from Montreal, Canada and landing in Nice, France. The aircraft 
completed the mission in just over six hours. 
***** 10 June 2026 - Bombardier Defence announced that Aero-Dienst GmbH, a 100% subsidiary of 
Allgemeiner Deutscher Automobil-Club (ADAC SE), is adding a second Bombardier Challenger 650 
aircraft to its fleet. The aircraft will be configured for dedicated Aero-Dienst medevac operations and 
will support ADAC’s global patient repatriation and air ambulance services. 
***** 16 June 2026 - Bombardier announced the delivery of the first Global 8000 aircraft in Africa to 
BUA Group, a Nigerian-based multinational company with interests across cement, food, oil and gas, 
energy, infrastructure, ports and terminals, and real estate. 
***** 23 June 2026 - Bombardier announced the delivery of the first Bombardier Global 8000 aircraft 
in Asia to an undisclosed customer based in Shanghai. 
***** 7 July 2026 - Bombardier congratulated long-standing partner Saab on being chosen to supply 
the GlobalEye for NATO’s Airborne Early Warning & Control (AEW&C) fleet, using the Global 6500. 
***** 14 July 2026 - Bombardier Defence announced that its Global 6500 aircraft will support South 
Korea’s Electronic Warfare (EW) program. The Global 6500 aircraft was already selected to be the 
platform for the country’s Airborne Early Warning & Control (AEW&C) program. Korean Air recently 
formalized the purchase of two Bombardier Global 6500 aircraft for the Electronic Warfare program 
and celebrated its collaboration with Bombardier Defence with a signing ceremony in Seoul. This is in 
addition to four Global 6500 aircraft for Airborne Early Warning & Control (AEW&C) announced in 
October 2025. 
***** 27 July 2026 - Bombardier announced the delivery of its 200th Challenger 3500 jet to Mr. Piero 
Ferrari, Vice Chairman of Ferrari. The 200th delivery is within 4 years of the entry into service date. 
BRISTELL AIRCRAFT: - 16 June 2026 - CEAL (Centro de Entrenamiento Aeronáutico 
Latinoamericano) has ordered the first Bristell B23-916iS destined for Colombia. The aircraft, 
manufactured by Bristell by BRM AERO, a Czech manufacturer, will join CEAL's training fleet upon 
factory delivery and will support Private Pilot and Commercial Pilot training programs at its Bogotá 
and Villavicencio bases. 
***** 17 July 2026 - Garmin Aviation has launched AXIS, a new generation of integrated flight display, 
and are already working on bringing it to the Bristell range. AXIS brings the NAV/COMM radio and 
audio panel into the display itself. One screen replaces what used to be a full radio stack. The result is 
a cleaner panel, and the familiar Garmin feel our pilots already know from the Garmin G3X Touch we 
fit today. It also carries a full safety suite, including SafeTaxi, a dedicated emergency button and 
enhanced synthetic vision. Estimated dates planned for the Classic line are for availability from Q4 
2026, and the B23 family availability from Q2 2027. Both timelines are subject to certification for each 
model and market. On the certified B23 family, AXIS also opens the door to a built-in IFR GPS, once 
approved for the specific configuration. 
***** 24 July 2026 - Bernardo Saviñon, a medical doctor from Monterrey, Mexico, and new to aviation, 
bought his first aircraft, a brand-new Bristell Classic, through Bristell Aircraft Texas, the authorized at 
McAllen International Airport. He helped configure it himself: a fuel-injected Rotax 912 iS Sport, a 
Garmin suite with a G5 and GDL 51, and a unique “military grey” finish that came, in his words, as a 
complete surprise, because he saw the finished airplane N278BS for the first time at handover, on 
display at the Rotax exhibit at EAA AirVenture Oshkosh 2026. 
CIRRUS: - 6 July 2026 -  Cirrus, the best-selling high-performance single-engine piston aircraft 
manufacturer for over two decades, introduced the TRAC10, a newly designed flight training aircraft 
purpose-built for professional, collegiate, and career-oriented flight schools. The introduction of the 
TRAC10 expands the existing TRAC flight training aircraft product line. Featuring a turbocharged 
Rotax 916 iSc FADEC engine, spacious three-seat interior, Garmin® flight deck, and Cirrus Airframe 
Parachute System® (CAPS®), the TRAC10 optimizes flight training productivity, operational 
efficiency, and maintainability. The TRAC10 will be manufactured at Cirrus headquarters in Duluth, 
Minnesota. United States deliveries will begin in 2027, with international deliveries following in 2028. 
Cirrus has already secured orders totalling more than 100 TRAC10 aircraft from 13 professional flight 
schools worldwide. Numerous renowned safety systems are embedded within the aircraft, including 
the CAPS, Electronic Stability & Protection (ESP), and the Blue Level Button (LVL). In addition, the 
aircraft is fitted with airline-like stick shakers to warn of an impending stall and a cuffed-wing design to 
maximize spin resistance while promoting optimal controllability at low speeds. 
COMAC: - 7 July 2026 - The first COMAC Business Jet (CBJ) was officially put into commercial 
operation on 22 June 2026. CBJ is a derivative of C909 aircraft, which is defined as a large high-end 



customized business jet. Deer Jet, a subsidiary of HNA Airlines Group, is the first CBJ operator and 
currently the largest comprehensive business jet operator in Asia. 
***** 7 July 2026 - With the smooth landing of C909 themed aircraft "Swan" of Chengdu Airlines at 
Hejing Bayinbuluke Airport with an elevation of 2,506.85 meters on 23 June 2026, the 
Urumqi=Hejing=Kashgar route was officially opened. This is the second high plateau route operated 
by C909 aircraft after the Kashgar=Taxkorgan route, marking another verification of the adaptability of 
China-made commercial aircraft in complex operating environments and injecting strong aerial 
momentum into the peak tourist season of the Bayanbulak grassland in Xinjiang. On the same day, 
Hejing Bayinbuluke Airport held an opening ceremony, welcoming the C909 aircraft with the highest 
civil aviation honor, a water salute. The airport has ushered in a civil aviation scheduled passenger 
transport route for the first time since its opening in August 2024. 
***** 31 July 2026 - The first plateau version of the C919 conducted its maiden flight test at Shanghai 
Pudong International Airport on 29 July 2026. It flew for 1 hour and 59 minutes and completed all the 
scheduled flight test subjects. Based on the baseline version aircraft, the plateau version aircraft has 
modified designs such as shortening the fuselage and improving the system functions to meet the 
requirements of operation at plateaus. 
DAHER: - 3 July 2026 - Daher Aircraft inaugurated a new spare parts, maintenance, equipment 
overhaul and logistics centre in western France that expands the company’s support capabilities for a 
broad range of aircraft – from helicopters and training aircraft to legacy general aviation types built by 
its predecessor companies. The facility occupies a purpose-built 6,000-square-meter building 
at Jonzac-Neulles Airport (LFCJ) in France’s Charente-Maritime Department, replacing Daher 
Aircraft’s previous Merpins operation, located 25 kilometers to the north. 
***** 20 July 2026 – At EAA AirVenture, Oshkosh, Wisconsin Daher announced that its flagship 
Aircraft TBM 980 continues to build on strong market demand in the six months since its introduction, 
with a robust orderbook extending into mid-2027 and more than 30 aircraft already delivered. The 
company is targeting 60-plus deliveries of the fast and efficient TBM 980 during 2026, potentially 
attaining the highest annual total in the TBM program’s history. 
***** 29 July 2026 - Daher Aircraft announced the delivery of the 400th Kodiak, marking a significant 
achievement for the multi-role airplane family as its customer base continues to expand across 
government, commercial, business and private aviation operations. The milestone airplane was a 
Kodiak 100 Series III delivered to a Canadian customer from Daher Aircraft’s production facility in 
Sandpoint, Idaho. 
DASSAULT AVIATION: - 19 June 2026 - Dassault Aviation’s all-new Falcon 10X has successfully 
completed its first flight, demonstrating the program’s maturity and marking the launch of the flight test 
campaign. Test Pilot Sébastien Dupont de Dinechin and copilot Fabrice Dougnac took off from runway 
23 at Bordeaux-Mérignac at 11.10 a.m. for a two-hour and 30-minute flight. The pilots evaluated 
handling qualities and systems at 15,000 feet, then retracted the landing gear and all movable 
surfaces before climbing to 40,000 feet, where they accelerated to Mach 0.82. They returned to 
Bordeaux-Mérignac for a smooth landing at 1.40 p.m. The first aircraft will be soon followed into the 
air by a second test aircraft nearing completion, and by a third, that is being outfitted with a full interior 
and will be used mainly for systems and cabin functional and reliability testing. 
DIAMOND AIRCRAFT: - 8 June 2026 - Diamond Aircraft and AirMax Patrol announced the signing of 
an acquisition agreement for a Diamond DA62 MPP special mission aircraft by the Utah County 
Sheriff’s Office, further expanding the DA62 MPP within the United States law enforcement aviation 
community. 
***** 25 June 2026 - Diamond Aircraft announced the delivery of a second DA62 MPP SurveyStar to 
Italian Remote Sensing (IRS). IRS placed the order for the second multi-purpose platform aircraft 
shortly after commencing operations with its first DA62 MPP. 
***** 26 June 2026 - Diamond Aircraft announced the successful handover of the first two DA20i 
Katana aircraft to AELO Swiss Academy during an official ceremony held at the company’s HQ in 
Wiener Neustadt. 
***** 6 July 2026 – Diamond Aircraft announced the successful delivery of a DA62 MPP SurveyStar to 
Primul Meridian, a long-standing Romanian customer and pioneer in special mission aerial surveying. 
***** 15 July 2026 – Diamond Aircraft announced the sale of a DA50 RG aircraft to Air Wilderness, a 
leading Kenya-based Air Operating Company (AOC). Air Wilderness now becomes Africa’s first AOC 
to operate Diamond Aircraft’s premium single-engine aircraft model. Air Wilderness offers scenic 
flights across northern and central Kenya from its base at Lewa Wilderness airstrip. As Diamond 
Aircraft’s sales agent in Kenya and as the owner-operator of the first DA50 RG on the continent, Air 
Wilderness successfully validated the DA50 type certificate with the Kenyan authorities. 



***** 29 July 2026 – Diamond Aircraft concluded a successful week at EAA AirVenture Oshkosh 2026. 
During the show, Diamond Aircraft celebrated the delivery of a DA40 XLT to Middle Tennessee State 
University and a DA42-VI to Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University. The displayed DA40 NG, part of 
SkyWarrior Flight Training’s previously announced 18-aircraft order, was delivered to the school 
following AirVenture. AirVenture also marked a new private aviation sale for Diamond Aircraft. Premier 
Aircraft Sales, an authorized Diamond Aircraft dealer in the United States, sold a DA62 during the 
show, with the purchase agreement signed at the Diamond Aircraft exhibit. Nearly 150 Diamond 
Flying Club (DFC) members including owners, pilots, flight-school representatives, partners and 
aviation enthusiasts attended the second annual DFC Oshkosh Diamond Night. The event brought 
the Diamond community together to share their passion for aviation and celebrate the continued 
growth of the global club. Diamond Aircraft also sponsored EAA KidVenture, supporting hands-on 
activities and educational experiences designed to inspire the next generation of pilots, engineers and 
aviation enthusiasts. 
ELIXIR AIRCRAFT: - 2 July 2026 - Elixir Aircraft announced it has raised €45 million in a successful 
application for funding, led by Bpifrance’s SPI (Sociétés de Projets Industriels) Fund, managed on 
behalf of the French Government as part of the France 2030 investment plan, alongside Odyssée 
Venture, Innovacom (Turenne Group), and other investors. This funding will enable the French aircraft 
manufacturer to accelerate its industrial and commercial expansion internationally, particularly in the 
United States, and to launch Equinox, a program for an all-new aircraft. Equinox represents the 
natural next step in the Elixir product line. Larger and designed to meet the needs of flight training 
organizations, it will build on the same technological foundations as the current Elixir. More details 
about this new aircraft will be announced in the coming months. 
***** 20 July 2026 - Three Elixir were delivered to two flight schools in Florida and Arizona. Two of 
those ferried to the EAA Oshkosh event, flew from La Rochelle (France) to Oshkosh, through the 
North Atlantic route. Obtaining FAA Part 23 certification enabled Elixir Aircraft to begin marketing its 
aircraft in the U.S. Two aircraft have been delivered to Cirrus Aviation in Florida, while a third has 
recently joined Sierra Charlie Aviation’s fleet in Arizona. The two flight schools have ordered 10 and 
100 Elixir respectively, as part of an order book totalling 300 aircraft, mainly in the United States. 
EMBRAER: - 5 June 2026 - Embraer and Azorra have signed an additional firm order for 15 E195-E2 
aircraft, with purchase rights for 15 additional jets. 
***** 25 June 2026 - Embraer signed a Memorandum of Agreement (MoA) with Wojskowe Zakłady 
Lotnicze Nr 2 S.A. (WZL-2), the leading Polish aerospace maintenance company and a key entity 
within the Polska Grupa Zbrojeniowa (PGZ). Under the agreement, Embraer and WZL-2 will jointly 
prepare a comprehensive framework for future collaboration, encompassing a broad range of 
capabilities in services and support, aircraft completion and conversion, including external painting 
and system integration. 
***** 30 June 2026 - Embraer announced that the Praetor 500E has received triple certification from 
Brazil’s Civil Aviation Authority (ANAC), the US (FAA), and the European (EASA). Introduced in 
February 2026 alongside the Praetor 600E, the Praetor 500E is now approved for operation in key 
global markets. This milestone follows the Praetor 600E’s triple certification in April 2026, 
***** 30 June 2026 - Embraer delivered the first brand-new Embraer E175 airplane to Air Peace. The 
E175 will support Air Peace in its ambition to increase connectivity in Nigeria and the region, whilst 
providing more capacity flexibility to the airline. 
***** 14 July 2026 - Embraer announced the Phenom 300EV, with intuitive safety technology, 
including Garmin® Emergency Autoland, and incorporates a series of performance and interior 
enhancements designed to amplify its renowned capabilities and refine the cabin’s utility benefiting 
the customer experience. In addition to the Garmin® Emergency Autoland, the landings and take-offs 
are also supported by class-exclusive Autobrake. Enabling these capabilities, a new Embraer-
developed Multi-Purpose Electronic Controller (MEC), integrates rudder-by-wire and other 
electronically controlled aircraft functions. Additional enhancements, as part of Garmin G3000 Prodigy 
Touch™, include runway and taxi situational awareness, based on Garmin’s 3D Taxiway Routing and 
Runway Occupancy Awareness (ROA), synthetic vision guidance system (SVGS), FANS 1/A+, RNP 
AR 0.3, and inertial reference system (IRS). These complement features like Runway Overrun 
Awareness and Alerting System (ROAAS), Autothrottle, and Emergency Descent Mode. 
***** 16 July 2026 - Embraer delivered the first C-390 Millennium (0520) multi-mission transport 
aircraft to the Czech Air Force during an official ceremony held at Prague Kbely Air Base.  
GULFSTREAM AEROSPACE CORP: - 9 June 2026 - Gulfstream Aerospace Corp. marked the 
European debut of the Gulfstream G300 and Gulfstream G400, bringing two of the company’s newest 
next-generation aircraft to customers and industry leaders at its exclusive “Discover the Difference” 
event in Farnborough, just over a month before the International Air Show which did not include any of 



their aircraft on display. The exclusive event featured a full-scale mock-up of the G300 alongside one 
of the three G400 flight test aircraft. 
KAWASAKI HEAVY INDUSTRIES, LTD: - 26 June 2026 – Kawasaki Heavy Industries, Ltd. 
announced that it entered into a MOU with Airbus Defence and Space (Airbus D&S) with the aim of 
exploring potential areas of collaboration in the field of long-endurance unmanned aerial systems 
Under the MOU, the parties intend to examine the potential application of the medium-altitude, long-
endurance unmanned aerial system “Eurodrone,” currently under development in Europe, particularly 
in relation to anti-submarine warfare, as well as to consider possible operational concepts, including, 
where appropriate, coordination with the P-1 maritime patrol aircraft for which Kawasaki serves as the 
prime contractor. 
LEONARDO – 11 June 2026 - At its third public appearance in two years, the AW249 next generation 
exploration and escort helicopter showed its impressive flight characteristics for the first time at ILA 
Berlin, as Leonardo briefed visitors, stakeholders and international delegations on how the new type 
will bring operational superiority and opportunities through international collaboration. The AW249 is 
being developed to replace the Italian Army’s AW129 fleet which is nearing the end of its life-cycle. An 
AW249 prototype carried out its maiden flight in summer 2022. Four aircraft have been built since 
then, with three being pre-production units. The programme entered its final stage of development 
and capability qualification earlier this year. Next, environmental trials will be completed while 
progress on armament integration and testing, battle management system and human-machine 
interface configuration continues. Leonardo has already started working on CUC-T development to 
integrate the Italian Army’s selected UAS system, while Air Launched Effects (ALE) and counter-UAS 
capability is being assessed for the future. Today,19 units have been procured, while negotiation for 
an additional 14 is ongoing, out of a total requirement of 48 helicopters. Series production has already 
started, and deliveries to the Italian Army with initial entry into service are expected to begin in 2028. 
***** 15 June 2026 - Emergency aerial service provider Avincis announced orders for 15 Leonardo 
helicopters, including 10 AW169 and 5 AW139. The helicopters are expected to be delivered over the 
2028-2031 period. Three AW169s are planned to be redeployed in Sweden for EMS purposes in tthe 
Uppsala and Västra Götalandsregionen regions under a ten-year contract awarded to Avincis. 
***** 22 June 2026 - Leonardo and Baykar set a major milestone in the development of 
Crewed/UnCrewed Teaming (CUC-T) and swarm tactics capabilities, after successfully completing the 
first phase of live testing activities for the K-SWARM programme. The programme is aimed at 
designing and developing interoperability between crewed and uncrewed aircraft. The flight test 
campaign involved two Leonardo M-346 airplanes - a Leonardo owned M-346 Fighter Attack Variant, 
with an Italian AF T-346A as a chase aircraft and the Bayraktar KIZILELMA Uncrewed Fighter Aircraft. 
***** 3 July 2026 - The second joint international contract has been awarded for the Global Combat 
Air Programme (GCAP), the next-generation fighter aircraft development programme between Italy, 
Japan and the UK. The £4.6 billion contract will enable completion of the advanced concept and 
assessment phase of the programme, and further joint detailed design and development. The 18-
month contract has been awarded by the GCAP Agency, which manages GCAP on behalf of the three 
Governments, to Edgewing, the trinational prime contractor and design authority for the GCAP 
aircraft. 
LOCKHEED MARTIN: - 14 July 2026 - In a milestone for European aerial firefighting and emergency 
response, PZL Mielec, a Lockheed Martin company, has commenced production of Europe’s first 
Sikorsky S-70 FIREHAWK® helicopters. The aircraft are being manufactured for the Czech Republic 
Ministry of the Interior through a partnership with Česká letecká servisní (ČLS), a Helicopter Alliance 
(HA) company and United Rotorcraft. The FIREHAWK, a purpose‑built variant of the BLACK HAWK® 
TECNAM: - 18 June 2026 - Tecnam announced the appointment of Altair Solutions, an independent 
aviation services company, as its Official Maintenance, Training and Certified Pre-Owned Partner. 
Located at the Capua Aerospace Hub, just north of Naples its reach extends far beyond Italy, ensuring 
responsive and reliable assistance wherever operators fly. 
***** 23 June 2026 - Tecnam announced that Avora Aviation, a Dubai-headquartered specialist in 
aircraft and engine asset management, trading, and leasing, serving airlines, lessors, and MROs 
worldwide, has been appointed as the official Tecnam Dealer for the Balkan region, representing the 
brand in Bulgaria, Croatia, Slovenia, Serbia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo, North Macedonia, 
Albania, and Montenegro. Avora has ordered seven Tecnam aircraft as a result. 
***** 30 June 2026 - Tecnam announced the expansion of its successful partnership with Oriens 
Aviation, based at London Biggin Hill Airport (EGKB)..Building upon a highly successful relationship 
established in 2021 when Oriens became the authorised Sales and Service Centre for the British 
Isles, the company is now establishing a dedicated subsidiary to serve as the exclusive Tecnam 
dealer for the Netherlands. 



***** 13 July 2026 - On July 8, Tecnam participated in the official inauguration of the new terminal at 
Rome Urbe Airport. Representing Tecnam, CEO Paolo Pascale took the stage to announce major 
developments for both the company and the future of Italian regional connectivity. Paolo Pascale, 
highlighting Altair, stated “Among its future objectives is the launch of a regional airline. It currently 
operates a helicopter and, regulations permitting, will soon operate with our P2012 Traveller aircraft.”. 
Pascale also highlighted significant infrastructure investments spearheaded by ENAC Servizi at 
Tecnam’s home base in Capua, and took the opportunity to thank Marco Trombetti, Sole Director of 
ENAC Servizi: “ENAC Servizi is completing a fantastic 1,400-meter asphalt runway at the Capua 
airport,” Pascale added. “Soon we will also have new parking areas, hangars, and a terminal. This will 
breathe new life into the Capua hub, where countless aircraft will take off, bringing new ideas, 
businesses, and employment. Capua is set to become a fundamental reference point for European 
General Aviation in Southern Italy and the Campania region.”. 
***** 22 July 2026 - At a press conference on the 21st at EAA AirVenture Oshkosh, Tecnam officially 
unveiled the name and the first physical design elements of its highly anticipated new aircraft 
program: the Tecnam Rivale. The Rivale will incorporate the newly announced Continental V6 engine 
dedicated to the Rivale, and a bespoke MT Propeller, also customized in both shape and livery. 
***** 22 July 2026 - Tecnam announced that Vectored Approach Flight Academy, is transitioning to an 
all-new Tecnam fleet. Announced during EAA AirVenture Oshkosh, the academy has purchased two 
(2) Tecnam aircraft, with a third currently on order, to modernize its training operations. The new fleet 
will prominently feature the Tecnam P-Mentor and the P2010 MkIII 180hp. 
***** 23 July 2026 – The Nebraska Safety Centre at the University of Nebraska at Kearney (UNK) has 
officially announced the launch of the Loper Flight Academy, set to be inaugurated with a ribbon-
cutting ceremony on 20 August. The Academy has selected Tecnam, acquiring a brand-new fleet of 
seven (7) Tecnam P-Mentor aircraft. 
***** 23 July 2026 – Live from EAA AirVenture Oshkosh, Tecnam is proud to announce that Tropic Air 
Charters has signed an agreement for the acquisition of two (2) new P2012 Traveller aircraft. Based  
at Fort Lauderdale Executive Airport (FXE), Florida, the operator is phasing out its legacy Britten-
Norman fleet and will utilize the new aircraft to upgrade its high-end charter and VIP flight services 
connecting Florida and the Bahamas. 
***** 24 July 2026 – Tecnam announced the highly anticipated U.S. debut of the P2012 VIP at EAA 
AirVenture Oshkosh. Following its successful global debut at AERO Friedrichshafen, the flagship 
aircraft crossed the Atlantic to introduce the American market to a new standard of executive travel. 
***** 24 July 2026 – Tecnam announced at EAA AirVenture Oshkosh that Axiom Flight Services, a 
flight training provider in Southern California, has selected the Tecnam P-Mentor to expand its modern 
training fleet. The new P-Mentor joins Axiom’s recently acquired Tecnam P2006T MkII. 
TEXTRON AVIATION: - 1 June 2026 - Textron Aviation Inc., celebrated the rollout of the 500th 
Cessna Citation CJ4 series aircraft, a Citation CJ4 Gen2. The aircraft was delivered to the customer 
on 17 August. The milestone reflects more than a decade of customer demand and sets the stage for 
the next chapter of the platform with the upcoming Cessna Citation CJ4 Gen3, expected to receive 
certification from the FAA this year. 
***** 2 June 2026 - Textron Aviation Inc., reached a major development milestone in its next-
generation light jet portfolio as the Cessna Citation M2 Gen3 prototype successfully completed its first 
flight. The aircraft will now enter an expanded phase of flight testing as the company works toward 
FAA certification and a planned entry into service in 2027. 
***** 5 June 2026 - Designed and manufactured by Textron Aviation Inc., the Cessna SkyCourier has 
entered service in the Philippines with the first delivery to Leading Edge Air Services Corporation 
(LEASCOR). The aircraft is a 19-passenger variant equipped with the optional passenger-to-freighter 
conversion kit. 
***** 21 July 2026 - Textron Aviation Inc.,  announced at Oshkosh the clean-sheet single-engine 
Beechcraft Denali turboprop is progressing through the final phases of flight testing. The Denali 
program remains on schedule to complete all flight test activities in October 2026. Following 
completion of the testing, Textron Aviation will submit final flight test documentation to the FAA for 
certification. The aircraft is expected to enter service in 2027. 
***** 21 July 2026 - Textron Aviation Inc., announced at Oshkosh the continued progress across the 
Cessna Citation CJ4 Gen3, Cessna Citation CJ3 Gen3 and Cessna Citation M2 Gen3 light jet 
programs, advancing the company’s next-generation light jet portfolio toward FAA certification. The 
three jets are all on schedule for end of year certification and an expected entry into service in 2027. 
***** 29 July 2026 - Textron Aviation Inc., announced that they recently achieved a key milestone as 
the Cessna Citation CJ3 Gen3 prototype aircraft completed its first flight. 



TEXTRON BELL: - 11 June 2026 - Bell Textron Inc., has successfully completed the assembly of two 
wing structures for the MV-75 Cheyenne, marking a significant milestone in the development of the 
next-generation aircraft. Bell will integrate these wings into the first two MV-75 test aircraft, advancing 
the program’s build process. 
***** 16 July 2026 - Bell Textron Inc., announced the order for two SUBARU Bell 412EPXs by Texas 
A&M Forest Services, the lead wildfire and forest management organization in Texas. These will be 
the first Bell aircraft to join the Texas A&M Forest Service fleet as part of a master purchasing 
agreement, which includes options for additional aircraft. Each aircraft will also be equipped with a 
hoist for rescue operations and a belly tank for firefighting. 
***** 27 July 2026 - Bell Textron Inc., has announced an estimated $300 million, firm-fixed-price, 
fixed-price incentive, and cost-plus-fixed-fee contract from the Department of Navy. This base plus 
three option years contract provides the Structural and Power Improvements for NextGen Effects 
(SPINE) upgrades to 49 U.S. Marine Corp aircraft (21 UH-1Y, 28 AH-1Z). Known as “Phase 3.0,” the 
contract covers SPINE upgrades with work to be performed at the Bell Amarillo Assembly Centre 
starting mid-2027 with first deliveries of the upgraded H-1 units in 2028. 
VERTICAL AEROSPACE: - 6 June 2026 - Vertical Aerospace announced that its latest full-scale 
prototype aircraft has completed its maiden piloted flight at the Company’s Flight Test Centre in the 
UK, marking the start of an expanded flight test campaign. The flight follows the issuance of a new 
Permit to Fly from the UK CAA after extensive ground testing and aircraft validation activities. Vertical 
Test Pilot  Paul Stone conducted the flight at 8:49 BST on 5 June 2026. Meanwhile, the Company’s 
existing prototype continues transition flight testing, having completed multiple piloted transition 
flights. 
***** 29 June 2026 - Vertical Aerospace announced a long-term agreement with Astronics 
Corporation (NASDAQ: ATRO), a leading provider of advanced technologies for the global aerospace, 
defence and other mission critical industries, to supply the low-voltage (“LV”) power distribution 
system for Vertical’s Valo electric vertical take-off  and landing (eVTOL) aircraft. 
***** 16 July 2026 - Vertical Aerospace and Near Earth Autonomy, a proven provider of autonomous 
flight systems, announced the signing of a MoU to establish a strategic partnership to bring advanced 
autonomy capability to Valo, expanding the aircraft’s role across defence and commercial 
applications. The companies intend to integrate Near Earth’s autonomous flight products with 
Honeywell Aerospace’s Anthem solution, the next-generation digital cockpit already at the heart of 
Valo. 
 


