
FARNBOROUGH INTERNATIONAL AIR SHOW 2026 
20 – 24 JULY 2026 

COMPILED BY RICHARD PECKHAM 
industrynews@laasdata.com 

28 FOXFIELDS, BRACKLA, BRIDGEND CF31 2JL. 
We have no objection to the use of the details below, but if any person/organisation wishes to use any 

content, please credit LAASI Aviation Ltd. Thank you. 
 
Qatar Airways:  - Were due to attend the show with several aircraft in the static park. However, on the 12 July 
2026, they cancelled their planned attendance and the following very sad message appeared on the Qatar 
Airways website – Qatar Airways Group mourns, with profound sorrow, the passing of His Highness The Father 
Amir, Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani. His Highness dedicated his life to the service of his country. His vision 
transformed this nation, and his legacy will endure for generations to come. Qatar Airways Group extends its 
deepest condolences to the people of Qatar and joins them in mourning his loss. 
 
To the casual observer, this year’s show appeared quieter than previous shows, however, it was not the case as 
business was booming at the event. The show welcomed 141,580 trade and public visitors, a show-on-show 
increase of 41%, and nearly double 2022’s attendance, providing the stage for commercial deals worth over 
$84.7 billion. Across five days, leaders from government, manufacturers, investors, start-ups, academia, media 
and future talent from 136 countries gathered at the birthplace of British Aviation. Boeing, Airbus, Embraer, LEAP 
and Pratt & Whitney led the commercial announcements, while the likes of BAE Systems, MBDA and Anduril 
Industries unveiled new defence technologies. In total, 353 firm commercial aircraft orders have been placed 
alongside 904 firm engine orders. 
 
I was able to ask numerous exhibitors about how the show had been for the companies, and every company 
asked stated that this year’s show had been exceptionally good for business and the making of contacts for 
potential future business deals. One thing stood out at this year’s event, and that is the overwhelming presence 
and development of autonomous technology with drones and unmanned aerial vehicles. 
 
The aircraft static display had less than expected, with several well-known light general and business aircraft 
manufacturers notably absent, possibly down to them having worldwide outlets, or the rises in GA trade events, 
such as AERO in Germany, Private Flyer Fest in the UK and with many others around Europe, and the US EAA 
Oshkosh event, covering their needs and at less cost for them, something the FIA organisers may want to 
consider for the future. Once again, Wednesday evening saw a lot of the static display get taken far side, and 
departed that evening or Thursday morning, leaving huge gaps for the final public day, with the only addition in 
the static being a university fun project pedal powered aircraft. 
 
The flying display was somewhat different this year but extremely interesting, some normal loud displays, but 
some with an almost silent performance in a flying display that saw several debuts. The show made history with 
the first public air display by the Vertical Aerospace VA-1X, Vertical’s E-VTOL, with every display being used as 
part of its test flight program. The first display of a conventional take off electric aircraft, the Beta Technologies 
CX-300, painted in full Loganair colours. The UAE sent their national display team, the Al Fursan team, making 
their first appearance in the UK with their new Chinese built aircraft, the Hongdu L-15E. On the Thursday and 
Friday of the show, attendees were treated to the proud appearance of the resurrected Blue Eagles Army Air 
Corps display team using a Wildcat and two AH-64 Apache’s. This resurrection of the name Blue Eagles is the 
first time since 2010 when the team was disbanded. 
 
2028 FARNBOROUGH INTERNATIONAL AIRSHOW RETURNS ON 17-21 JULY 2028. 
 
CREDITS: Companies exhibiting at the Farnborough International Air Show, and Company Websites unless 
specified otherwise. 
 
AIRBUS: - 20 July 2026 - Riyadh Air, the new premium international airline based in Saudi Arabia, has firmed up 
an order for six additional Airbus A350-1000 aircraft, increasing its total firm commitment for the type to 31 
aircraft. The agreement forms part of the airline's original commitment for up to 50 A350-1000s announced in 
2025. Riyadh Air will become the first airline in Saudi Arabia to operate the A350-1000. 
***** 20 July 2026 - Air Canada, the country’s largest airline and flag carrier, and Airbus, a global leader in 
aerospace manufacturing with the largest commercial aircraft industrial footprint in Canada, are uniting their 
shared commitment to aviation decarbonisation. To lead the way in advancing these goals, the two aviation 
pioneers are proud to announce their intent to establish a jointly funded Sustainability Co-Investment Platform. 
This agreement states a shared objective to invest up to approximately CAD 13.7 million (US$10 million), through 
the platform to support a commercial-scale Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF) industry in Canada. 
***** 20 July 2026 - SMBC Aviation Capital, a leading global aviation finance platform, has placed a firm order for 
an additional 65 A321neo and 35 A320neo aircraft. The agreement was finalised at the Farnborough International 
Airshow. 
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***** 21 July 2026 - Philippine Airlines (PAL) has signed a MoU for nine A350-1000 widebody aircraft. The 
agreement was announced during the Farnborough Air Show. Once finalised, the new contract will double the 
airline’s total orders for the A350-1000 to 18 aircraft, of which the first two have been delivered earlier this year. 
***** 21 July 2026 - Shohin Airlines, established in Dushanbe, Tajikistan, and registered in June 2025 as a 
private airline company, has disclosed an order for four Airbus A320neo Family aircraft, marking the first ever 
Airbus order for the airline. The agreement, which includes  two A320neo and two A321neo aircraft, was included 
in Airbus' end of June order book as an undisclosed order. 
***** 21 July 2026 - Airbus is launching a new flight-test campaign to evaluate the performance of high-span 
wings for next-generation single-aisle aircraft, marking the next phase of one of its largest research and 
technology programmes, Wing of Tomorrow. Over the next three years, Airbus will design, build and flight test full 
scale wing extensions. These will be installed on an A321neo aircraft and used to evaluate how the different wing 
geometries perform in real flight conditions. The extensions, each measuring several metres, will replicate a 
folding wing in the fully extended position during a flight. They will be fitted with comprehensive testing equipment 
to capture behaviour in flight and evaluate how the longer wingspan impacts aircraft handling. Airbus is currently 
using advanced digital modelling and wind tunnel testing to finalise the designs of the wing extensions before 
they are tested in a representative flying environment. The flight data is critical to de-risk and unlock the full 
potential that longer wings could bring to next generation aircraft. The Wing of Tomorrow programme is centred 
around creating longer, lighter, and more slender wings to maximise aerodynamic efficiency and reduce fuel burn. 
The wing extensions will be assembled at Airbus’ Wing Technology Development Centre in the UK and flight 
tested in Toulouse. Airbus has already built three 17-metre (ground based) wing demonstrators to explore the 
advantages of increased wingspan and the benefits of more than 100 manufacturing and assembly technologies. 
*****  22 July 2026 - BermudAir, Bermuda’s hometown airline, unveiled during the Farnborough Airshow, that it 
has become a new A220 customer following the order of 10 A220-300 aircraft, marking the first ever Airbus order 
for the airline. The order was included in the Airbus order book in March as an undisclosed order. 
***** 22 July 2026 - flynas, Saudi Arabia's leading low-cost carrier, has agreed to acquire five additional A330-
900 aircraft and 20 additional A321neo aircraft from Airbus. The latest order increases flynas’ total commitment 
for the A330neo to 20 aircraft and brings its total commitment for the A321neo to 56 aircraft. With these additions, 
flynas continues to expand its all-Airbus fleet, bringing its total firm commitment to Airbus aircraft to 235. 
AIRBUS HELICOPTERS: - 20 July 2026 - The UK’s National Police Air Service (NPAS) has placed an order for 
an additional two H135 helicopters, bringing the total fleet renewal programme to nine H135s. The firm order, 
which follows the arrival of the first two fleet renewal aircraft at Airbus Helicopters in the UK in April for extensive 
policing customisation, comes under the original 2025 Framework Contract signed with the Blue Light 
Commercial procurement agency, which confirms Airbus as the exclusive supplier of helicopters for NPAS for up 
to six years. The new helicopters are scheduled to arrive at Airbus’ Oxford site in 2028. 
***** 20 July 2026 - Airbus Helicopters and The Helicopter Company (THC), a Public Investment Fund (PIF) 
company and Saudi Arabia’s leading commercial helicopter operator, have announced a firm order for eight 
additional Airbus H145 helicopters at Farnborough International Airshow. The helicopters are scheduled for 
delivery between 2027 and 2028. The original agreement signed at Verticon in 2024 between THC and Airbus 
included up to 120 Airbus helicopters of various types set to be delivered over the next three to five years. 
***** 21 July 2026 - Airbus Helicopters and Voyageur Aviation have signed an agreement for the first purchase 
order of the Airbus U030 Flexrotor uncrewed aerial system (UAS) in Canada. Signed at the Farnborough 
International Airshow, the contract marks Voyageur as the official Canadian launch customer for the platform, 
introducing a highly advanced, mission-proven capability to the Canadian market. The agreement closely follows 
a recently signed MOU between Airbus and Voyageur aimed at supporting Canada’s defence objectives, which 
took place at CANSEC in May 2026. The Airbus U030 Flexrotor is a high-endurance, tactical vertical take-off and 
landing (VTOL) UAS engineered for intelligence, surveillance, target acquisition, and reconnaissance (ISTAR) 
operations across military, parapublic, and commercial sectors. The UAS features a maximum launch weight of 
25 kg (55 lbs) and delivers an operational flight endurance of 12+ hours in standard configurations. 
***** 22 July 2026 - Airbus Helicopters’ tactical uncrewed aerial system U030 Flexrotor has officially started 
maritime surveillance operations in the Baltic Sea on behalf of the European Maritime Security Agency (EMSA). 
The first operational deployment began in July in the Baltic region (covering Estonia, Latvia and Finland), marking 
the entry into service of the U030 Flexrotor under EMSA service and supporting national authorities with maritime 
surveillance.  
AIRBUS MILITARY: - 21 July 2026 - At the Farnborough International Airshow, Airbus Defence and Space 
signed an agreement to become the anchor investor in the new E2D dual-use and defence technology growth 
fund. This strategic investment aims to bolster the European defence ecosystem by providing growth capital to 
high-tech companies across the continent, thereby strengthening European sovereignty and closing critical 
capability gaps. E2D was launched in June 2026 by AVP and Earlybird, two leading European venture and 
growth capital firms. With a target size of €500 million, the fund represents one of the most significant Franco-
German investment collaborations in the European technology sector. 
ARCHER: - 20 July 2026 - Anduril and Archer Aviation unveiled their jointly developed autonomous VTOL 
aircraft platform, built to serve both defence and commercial applications. Anduril showcased the defence variant, 
“Thunder”, a Group 5 autonomous attack rotorcraft specifically designed to multiply the combat power of current 
and next-generation crewed attack and assault aircraft. 
***** 22 July 2026 - Archer Aviation announced “Halo”, the commercial variant of the Archer/Anduril jointly 
developed dual-use platform built to serve both defence and commercial applications. 



BAE SYSTEMS: - 21 July 2026 - BAE Systems, Boeing and Saab have signed a teaming agreement to advance 
their partnership on a next generation pilot training offer for the UK, anchored by the Boeing T-7 system. The 
agreement marks a significant milestone in the partnership between the three companies and commits to a new 
UK-based final assembly and integration facility. The partners are ready to offer a solution which would create 
hundreds of high-value jobs positioning a UK supply chain to take a role throughout the lifecycle of a RAF T-7 
programme, ensuring the UK has sovereign control over its own training requirements to meet its next generation 
combat air needs. 
***** 21 July 2026 - Although not directly linked with the Airshow, on the second day of the show and the first day 
of Wes Streeting becoming the new Defence Secretary, the following news was announced from Wellington 
Barracks in London and then reiterated again when Wes Streeting attended the show on the third day 
(Wednesday 22nd). One of the world’s most ambitious defence and industrial partnerships  is even stronger as the 
UK, Italy and Japan welcome Canada to the Global Combat Air Programme (GCAP) as the first Observer Nation. 
Canada will gain direct insight into GCAP, including capability development, industrial collaboration and long-term 
delivery plans through structured engagement with partner nations. While Canada  won’t have a decision-
making role, the move gives them privileged access to the programme and paves the way for discussions on 
Canada’s future participation and contribution to GCAP. This announcement comes alongside an investment of 
£8.6 billion into GCAP over four years as part of the Defence Investment Plan. Defence Secretary Wes Streeting 
MP confirmed the government will spend £298 billion on defence over the next four years, including an additional 
£15 billion on top of last year’s spending review settlement. The Secretary of State confirmed more than £1 billion 
will be invested to upgrade the Typhoon fleet, extending its service into the 2040s. 
***** 22 July 2026 - Team Tempest partners announced significant progress across a series of advanced 
technology programmes that are helping to mature the critical capabilities required for the UK’s Future Combat 
Air System (FCAS) and support the nation's leading role within the Global Combat Air Programme (GCAP). Team 
Tempest brings together the UK Ministry of Defence (MOD), BAE Systems, Leonardo, MBDA and Rolls-Royce in 
a unique partnership, combining government, industry and technological expertise to deliver the next generation 
of sovereign combat air capability. The latest programme progress across key technology areas which underpin 
the UK’s future combat air capability, include: The final assembly of around half of the main aircraft structure, the 
first crewed combat aircraft in 40 years. Over 11,500 parts have been designed to-date, totally around 90% of the 
aircraft’s overall weight with many of these being developed through the UK supply chain. Completion of the first 
robotically assembled component in its Factory of the Future, representing a pioneering industry achievement. 
The component is scheduled to undergo structural testing later this year alongside one of the wings. The 
Excalibur Flight Test Aircraft, the UK’s state-of-the-art flying laboratory, completes its modifications and next stage 
of flight trials ready to test cutting-edge integrated sensing and communications systems. Delivering critical 
propulsion, utilising lessons learnt through the Orpheus demonstrator to progress the design of the GCAP engine 
demonstrator. 
***** 22 July 2026 - The Ministry of Defence (MoD) has awarded a contract extension worth £708 million to BAE 
Systems to progress the concepting and development of critical sixth-generation sovereign combat air 
technologies underpinning the UK’s role in the Global Combat Air Programme (GCAP). Under the contract, BAE 
Systems, as the UK’s lead system integrator on GCAP, will deliver and integrate UK technology and develop 
capability, including software, digital networks, digital engineering and physical infrastructure, working with Team 
Tempest industry partners and the wider supply chain. The Company will also develop national capability beyond 
the core sixth-generation aircraft, known as Tempest in the UK. This involves operational analysis and concept 
development of the broader Future Combat Air System, including integrating uncrewed air systems, advanced 
networks and the latest weapon technologies. 
***** 22 July 2026 - BAE Systems unveiled the UK's first uncrewed autonomous Collaborative Combat Aircraft 
(CCA) at the Farnborough International Airshow. Named Brontanax™ It is designed to extend combat mass for 
armed forces by complementing existing and future crewed aircraft, delivering additional frontline capability at a 
lower cost. The prototype aircraft was designed and built by engineers at BAE Systems in Warton, Lancashire, 
home of the UK’s sovereign combat air industrial capability. More than 500 BAE Systems employees have been 
involved in the aircraft’s development to date, working with over 75 large companies and SMEs from across 
Britain’s world leading aerospace sector. The aircraft is now being prepared for ground-based testing at Warton 
prior to flight testing within UK airspace with planned availability to enter service before the end of the decade. 
BETA TECHNOLOGIES: - 20 July 2026 - BETA Technologies, an aerospace and defence company, unveiled the 
MV250 at the Farnborough International Airshow. The MV250 is an autonomous hybrid-electric VTOL aircraft 
giving military operators greater range, higher speed, increased payload capability and lower operating costs for 
contested on and off airport logistics. 
***** 20 July 2026 - GE Aerospace announced at the Farnborough International Airshow an industry first to 
advance the future of flight, demonstrating the viability of more electric aircraft engine systems for aviation. In 
collaboration with NASA, BETA Technologies, Inc. and Boeing, GE Aerospace conducted the first hybrid electric 
flight above 30,000 feet, reaching the same altitude levels of passenger commercial aircraft. During tests, the 
team’s single longest flight in hybrid electric operation was more than two hours. The record-breaking test 
campaign was enabled by GE Aerospace’s fully integrated megawatt-class and multi-kilovolt hybrid electric 
propulsion system developed through the NASA Electrified Powertrain Flight Demonstration (EPFD) project. The 
right side of the EPFD aircraft, a Saab 340B, was modified for flight tests with a hybrid electric system that fits 
inside an inverted nacelle, providing extra ventilation. BETA pilots ferried the aircraft to the UK for the airshow, 
operating in hybrid electric mode during each leg of the journey. 



***** 20 July 2026 - Loganair, the United Kingdom’s largest regional airline, and BETA Technologies announced 
at the Farnborough International Airshow the signing of a term sheet under which Loganair will purchase five all-
electric ALIA conventional take-off and landing CX300 aircraft, with options for five more. Expected to enter 
service in 2029, the aircraft will support passenger and cargo operations across Loganair's network. 
BOEING: - 20 July 2026 - Riyadh Air, the new national carrier of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and Boeing 
[NYSE: BA] announced that the airline is exercising options for 28 more 787 Dreamliner jets as part of its growth 
plan. The agreement to exercise most of the options from Riyadh Air's 2023 order also includes the conversion of 
20 airplanes to the larger 787-10 variant. The announcement includes a previously unidentified purchase of 11 of 
the ultra-efficient widebody jets. Once the remaining 17 airplanes are finalized, Riyadh Air's firm order count will 
grow to 67 787 Dreamliners. 
***** 20 July 2026 - Boeing [NYSE: BA] and SMBC Aviation Capital announced that the global finance platform 
and lessor have ordered 100 737 MAX airplanes, including 60 737-10 and 40 737-8 jets. 
***** 20 July 2026 - Boeing [NYSE: BA] and Philippine Airlines announced the flag carrier has committed to order 
up to 20 787 Dreamliner jets. Once finalized, the agreement for 15 787-10, with opportunity to purchase five 
more, will support Philippine Airlines' fleet modernization and expansion. 
***** 21 July 2026 - Boeing [NYSE: BA] and MSC Air Cargo announced that the air cargo operator has 
purchased five 777-8 Freighters. The previously unidentified order is MSC Air Cargo's first for the 777-8 Freighter. 
***** 21 July 2026 - Boeing [NYSE: BA] and Uganda Airlines announced the national carrier is ordering four 737-
8 and four 787-9 airplanes to grow and modernize its fleet. This marks the airline's first-ever Boeing order. 
***** 21 July 2026 - Boeing [NYSE: BA] and Luxair announced that the airline has converted two options for the 
Boeing 737-10 into firm orders and secured options for two additional 737-10 aircraft. 
***** 21 July 2026 - Boeing [NYSE: BA] and AerCap announced that the leasing industry's biggest 787 
Dreamliner customer placed a new order for 15 787-9 jets. This latest purchase increases AerCap's 787 
Dreamliner portfolio to approximately 140 airplanes. The agreement includes substitution rights for the 787-10. 
BOMBARDIER: - 20 July 2026 - Bombardier announced that the Global 8000 business jet set a new speed 
record on a mission departing from Los Angeles and landing in Farnborough, UK. The aircraft completed the city 
pair in 8 hours and 46 minutes. The Global 8000 was making its debut at the 2026 Farnborough International 
Airshow and took part in the daily flying displays. 
***** 21 July 2026 - The Helicopter Company (THC), Saudi Arabia’s leading commercial helicopter operator, 
announced its strategic move into fixed wing business aviation for the charter and management of jets. THC and 
Bombardier signed a LOI towards finalizing a firm order for 12 aircraft, including 5 Challenger 3500, 5 Global 
5500 and 2 Global 8000 aircraft, with purchase options for 48 more aircraft across these platforms. 
***** 21 July 2026 - Bombardier announced that the world’s fastest civilian aircraft, the Global 8000 jet has 
obtained its Type III declaration in accordance with the ISO 14025 Environmental Product Declaration (EPD), 
joining several other Bombardier aircraft already with Type II declarations in accordance with the ISO 14021 
EPDs, including the Challenger 650, Challenger 3500, Global 5500, Global 6500, and Global 7500 aircraft. 
***** 22 July 2026 - The Swedish Defence Materiel Administration has signed a comprehensive 10-year Services 
Support Agreement on behalf of the Swedish Armed Forces, following the recent acquisition of two Bombardier 
Global 6500 aircraft as part of their fleet modernization program. 
COMAC: - 24 July 2026 - COMAC attended the Farnborough International Airshow 2026, showcasing models of 
the C909 baseline aircraft as well as the C919 and C929 aircraft, and presenting the product lineup of China's 
commercial aircraft series. During the airshow, COMAC had in-depth exchanges and discussions on cooperation 
with global customers and partners and work together to promote the prosperous development of the civil 
aviation transportation industry. The design work on the 290-seat C929 wide body aircraft is steadily advancing. 
COMAC has also launched the C909 medical rescue, firefighting, cargo, business jet and emergency rescue 
command configured aircraft. 
EMBRAER: - 20 July 2026 - Embraer announced an agreement to provide C‑390 Millennium training devices to 
the air forces of Sweden and Austria. The Swedish Air Force will receive a comprehensive training package, 
including a Full Flight Simulator (FFS), a Cargo Handling Station Trainer (CHST) developed in partnership with 
Rheinmetall, and a Computer-Based Training (CBT) solution developed with ETI. The Austrian Air Force will 
receive a CBT solution to support theoretical instruction and crew qualification. 
***** 20 July 2026 - The Czech Air Force officially christened its first C-390 Millennium tactical transport aircraft 
“Karel Toman-Mareš”, paying tribute to one of the nation's most distinguished wartime leaders. Toman-Mareš 
became the first commanding officer of No. 311 (Czechoslovak) Bomber Squadron RAF, the first Czechoslovak 
bomber unit established in the United Kingdom during World War II. This C-390 was delivered to the Czech AF in 
Prague on 16 July and attended FIA 26 where the naming ceremony proudly took place. 
***** 21 July 2026 - Strata Manufacturing PJSC (“Strata”), a wholly owned company of Mubadala Investment 
Company and one of the world’s leading advanced composite aerostructures manufacturers, and Embraer 
signed a Memorandum of Agreement (MoA) during the Farnborough International Airshow 2026. The MoA 
establishes a framework for evaluating the potential supply of advanced composite aerostructures by Strata for 
Embraer’s commercial aircraft programs. Under the agreement, both companies will collaborate on the 
assessment of work packages for the Embraer E2 family of aircraft, progressing through a structured roadmap of 
technical, commercial, and contractual milestones. 
***** 21 July 2026 - Embraer and Mubadala Investment Company ("Mubadala"), an Abu Dhabi sovereign 
investor, signed a Strategic Framework Agreement at the Farnborough International Airshow, establishing a 
pathway to a long-term collaboration across supply, maintenance, repair and overhaul (MRO), human capital 
development, and research and development. 



***** 21 July 2026 - Embraer and Saab signed a Heads of Agreement (HoA) providing a framework for the 
potential production of 20 additional Gripen aircraft at Embraer's industrial complex in Gavião Peixoto, São Paulo 
State, Brazil. Embraer will take responsibility for assembling these aircraft, serving as a complement to Saab’s 
final assembly line located in Linköping, Sweden, to meet global demand for the Swedish fighter. 
***** 21 July 2026 - Embraer and SkyWest Airlines signed a long-term extension for heavy maintenance services 
covering the airline’s fleet of 271 E175 aircraft in the United States. Under the agreement, maintenance activities 
will be carried out at Embraer’s Services & Support facilities in Nashville, Tennessee; Macon, Georgia; and Fort 
Worth, Texas. 
***** 21 July 2026 - Embraer and Azorra announced an agreement for purchasing 20 passenger-to-freighter 
conversions firm orders and 10 purchase rights, bringing the total agreement up to 30 aircraft. The order follows 
the successful entry into service of the E190F in March. 
***** 21 July 2026 - Embraer and Abra Group, parent of Avianca, Gol and WamosAir, announced an agreement 
for Abra to acquire 20 E195-E2 aircraft. Abra will also receive 10 purchase options and 15 purchase rights, 
for a total of up to 45 aircraft, subject to fulfilment of certain additional conditions. The first aircraft delivery is 
expected in the fourth quarter of 2027. 
***** 21 July 2026 - Embraer announced that Luxair has converted existing purchase rights for three E190-E2 
aircraft into firm orders and secured one additional purchase right. The first E190-E2 is expected to join the 
Luxair fleet at the end of 2028. 
***** 21 July 2026 - Embraer announced that Binter has placed an additional order for five E195-E2 aircraft, 
further strengthening the long-standing partnership between the two companies. The agreement also includes 
four purchase rights. 
***** 21 July 2026 - Embraer and Anduril, a U.S.-based defence technology company, announced at the 
Farnborough Airshow the signing of a MoU to jointly pursue the integration of Anduril’s pallet-launched 
Barracuda-500M (B-500M) stand-off cruise missile into the C-390 Millennium. Anduril emphasize that the pallet 
variant enables airlift aircraft to launch dozens of munitions simultaneously. 
***** 21 July 2026 - Embraer announced that Fuji Dream Airlines (FDA) has placed a firm order for two E175 
aircraft. The order is already reflected in Embraer’s backlog. FDA's new E175 aircraft will be configured in a 
single-class 84-seat layout, with deliveries scheduled for 2027 and 2028.  
***** 22 July 2026 - Embraer and the UK Department for Business, Innovation, Science and Trade signed a MoU 
during the Farnborough Airshow. Building on decades of cooperation between Embraer and the United Kingdom, 
the initiative aims to deepen collaboration in strategic areas including research and development, innovation, 
aviation capabilities and supply chain development. 
EMBRAER – EVE: - 19 July 2026 - Eve Air Mobility and Moov signed a Letter of Intent (LOI) for up to 30 electric 
vertical take-off and landing (eVTOL) aircraft, supporting the companies’ joint exploration of advanced air mobility 
(AAM) opportunities in Cabo Verde and Europe. The initiative will evaluate how eVTOLs can expand tourism and 
regional mobility offerings across the African archipelago. 
***** 19 July 2026 - Eve Air Mobility signed a LOI with Shearwater Global Capital, the aviation finance company 
of Bay Point, for up to 16 eVTOL aircraft.  
***** 19 July 2026 - Eve Air Mobility welcomed the publication by Brazil’s National Civil Aviation Agency (ANAC) 
of the Proposed Noise Certification Criteria for Eve 100. Details were not disclosed as consultation was ongoing. 
***** 20 July 2026 - Eve Air Mobility announced two important milestones in the certification process for the Eve 
100 eVTOL aircraft: Brazil’s ANAC has opened a sectoral consultation process on updated airworthiness criteria 
for the aircraft, and Eve has applied to EASA to initiate its Type Certificate validation process. 
***** 22 July 2026 - Eve Air Mobility announced a partnership with the Florida Department of Transportation 
(FDOT) for a focused Advanced Air Mobility (AAM) initiative at SunTrax Air. The FDOT-led initiative will bring 
together Eve's expertise in eVTOL aircraft, operations, and services with SunTrax Air's research, testing, and 
validation capabilities. The effort will focus on delivering insights into the infrastructure, operational procedures, 
and airspace navigation procedures needed to enable the safe and efficient integration of Advanced Air Mobility 
into Florida's transportation network. 
HINDUSTAN AERONAUTICS LIMITED (HAL): - 22 July 2026 - Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) and 
Safran Aircraft Engines have signed a long-term agreement for the production and supply of turbine ring forgings 
in superalloys for the CFM LEAP engine programme. Under the agreement, HAL will manufacture near-net shape 
ring forgings for the LEAP engine at its state-of-the-art Ring Rolling facility at HAL’s Foundry & Forge Division in 
Bengaluru. These superalloy ring forgings are used in elevated-temperature applications of the rotating section of 
the aero-engine and are critical to engine performance and reliability. 
JOBY: - 22 July 2026 - Joby Aviation, Inc. a company developing electric air taxis for commercial passenger 
service, and Virgin Atlantic, a premium long-haul UK airline, signed a definitive agreement at the Farnborough 
International Airshow, formalizing the partnership the companies first announced in 2025 to bring Joby's air taxi 
service to the UK. The agreement converts the partnership announced in 2025 into a binding, multi-year 
commercial framework, establishing Virgin Atlantic as Joby's exclusive airline partner for air taxi services in the 
UK. The collaboration builds on Joby's existing partnership with Delta Air Lines, which holds a 49 percent stake in 
Virgin Atlantic, bringing together three brands focused on faster, more convenient travel across the UK. In 2022, 
Joby and Delta announced a multi-city partnership to pioneer community-to-airport transportation, which is 
mutually exclusive across the US and UK. Delta and Virgin Atlantic operate as partners across a shared 
transatlantic network, and Joby's UK partnership with Virgin Atlantic complements and expands its partnership 
with Delta. Under the agreement, Virgin Atlantic will offer Joby's air taxi service through its booking platforms, 
including mobile app and website. This will allow travellers in the UK to book a seamless air taxi connection 



alongside their long-haul flights. Joby plans to launch service at Virgin Atlantic’s hubs in London and Manchester, 
with Manchester anchoring Joby’s connections across the North of England. Early routes are expected to include 
Manchester Airport to Leeds in approximately 15 minutes and Heathrow to Central London in as little as 8 
minutes, journeys that take over an hour by car today. Joby will retain sole responsibility for aircraft operations, 
route management, and securing UK Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) regulatory approvals, while Virgin Atlantic will 
support infrastructure integration and customer acquisition at both hubs. Over time, Joby expects to expand this 
network to a wide range of cities and communities across the UK. 
LEONARDO: - 21 July 2026 - The Helicopter Company (THC), a Public Investment Fund (PIF) company and 
Saudi Arabia’s leading commercial helicopter operator, announced an additional order of 11 Leonardo helicopters 
at Farnborough International Airshow. 11 AW139 intermediate twin-engine helicopters are scheduled for delivery 
between 2027 and 2028, under the framework agreement signed between THC and Leonardo at HAI Heli-Expo 
(now Verticon) in 2024.This additional order represents a key milestone under the multi-year framework, which 
allowed for the potential acquisition of up to 130 aircraft.  
***** 21 July 2026 - Leonardo and PT ESystem Solutions Indonesia announced the signing of a contract to 
provide the Ministry of Defence (MoD) of the Republic of Indonesia with 12 Leonardo M-346 F “Block 20” 
multirole light fighter aircraft to meet Indonesian Air Force operational requirements. The contract follows a LOI 
announced in February this year. Deliveries are expected to start in 2030. 
***** 21 July 2026 - Leonardo, PT ESystem Solutions and the Ministry of Defence of the Republic of Indonesia 
(MoD) announced the signing of a LOI for the supply and support of naval helicopters for the Indonesian Navy. 
***** 22 July 2026 - Lockheed Martin and Leonardo signed an agreement related to increased potential future 
maintenance, repair, and overhaul (MRO) services for the fleet of C-130J Super Hercules airlifters across 
Europe, the Middle East and Northern Africa (MENA). 
***** 22 July 2026 - CAE and Leonardo announced a collaboration agreement that leverages their long-standing 
partnership on the M 346 Integrated Training System (ITS). The agreement strengthens the cooperation, 
addressing market opportunities in advanced fighter pilot training and establishes the development of advanced 
capabilities to prepare pilots for evolving operational concepts, including latest and next generation air 
operations, AI-enabled systems, and increasingly autonomous mission environments. 
LOCKHEED MARTIN: - 20 July 2026 - Commercial swarms of hostile drones are fast becoming the biggest 
threat to allied forces on today's battlefields. Enter MORFIUS™ X-Rotor — Lockheed Martin's newly released 
"one‑to‑many" airborne High-Power Microwave (HPM), counter‑drone system that can neutralize more than 50 
enemy drones in a single flight. Designed for field recovery and reuse, MORFIUS keeps a significantly low cost 
per kill, protecting defence budgets while maintaining relentless firepower. 
***** 20 July 2026 - Sikorsky, a Lockheed Martin company, announced that it will integrate its proven MATRIX™ 

autonomy suite into BETA Technologies’(“BETA”) ALIA MV250 hybrid-vertical‑take‑off‑and‑ landing (hVTOL) 
aircraft, The BETA MV250 is expected to join the rapidly expanding family of MATRIX autonomy-capable 
platforms, alongside Sikorsky S‑70UAS™ U‑Hawk™, the Sikorsky Nomad™ VTOL UAS and the Sikorsky OPV 
Black Hawk. Sikorsky and BETA formally agreed to this initiative earlier in the month and within two weeks 
MATRIX autonomy was successfully integrated and flying BETA’s CX300 conventional take-off and landing 
aircraft leading directly into MV250 development. 
***** 22 July 2026 - Sikorsky, a Lockheed Martin company, and Safran Helicopter Engines announced the 
signing of an agreement to jointly explore areas of cooperation in existing and emerging vertical lift platforms. 
***** 22 July 2026 - Sikorsky, a Lockheed Martin company (NYSE: LMT), announced it has completed initial 
ground and flight testing of its Nomad 100 uncrewed aerial system (UAS) in collaboration with the DARPA Early 
VTOL Aircraft Demonstration (EVADE) program. Sikorsky will advance Nomad 100 through an intensive flight test 
campaign at a government facility, replicating a host of multirole Nomad 100 missions. Nomad represents 
Sikorsky’s entry into the UAS market. 
MBDA: - 20 July 2026 - MBDA and General Atomics Aeronautical Systems, Inc. (GA-ASI) announced the signing 
of a MoU for commitment to integrate the European missile-maker’s SPEAR precision strike weapons onto new 
aircraft built by the American uncrewed aircraft manufacturer. The companies will work together to ensure the 
MQ-9B remotely piloted aircraft and Gambit 6 collaborative combat aircraft (CCA) can carry and use the SPEAR 
weapons. SPEAR is MBDA’s miniature cruise missile, a next-generation air-launched surface attack weapon that 
provides a low collateral damage precision effect, with a high load out for persistence. SPEAR reaches beyond 
the horizon to ensure that the launch aircraft remains safely away from hostile air defences, but with an 
engagement capability across a broad threat set. 
RADIA: - Radia returned to the Farnborough International Airshow with significant momentum across the 
WindRunner™ program, showcasing major progress since the company made its debut at the event in 2024. 
Over the past two years, Radia has continued to mature the WindRunner program, making significant progress 
across engineering, industrial development, strategic partnerships, and engagement with government, 
customers, and industry stakeholders worldwide. Since Farnborough 2024, Radia has progressed the 
WindRunner program, achieving significant milestones, including: Expansion of its global supplier ecosystem 
through collaborations with 21 leading aerospace companies supporting aircraft systems, aerostructures, 
integration, manufacturing, and digital development. These include new partnerships with Latecoere and Stirling 
Dynamics. Growth of its leadership and advisory team with senior aerospace, defence, logistics, and government 
leaders, including General Mike Minihan, General Chris Badia, Lieutenant General Rick Moore, Major General 
Thad Bibb, and Heidi Grant. Advancement of defence-focused applications for WindRunner, including 
introduction of the C-242 concept, expanding the platform’s potential role in military and government logistics 
missions. Expansion of Radia’s international presence, including the establishment of dual headquarters in 



Boulder, Colorado and Rome, Italy, supporting the company’s worldwide operations and partnerships. Continued 
engagement with government organizations and defence stakeholders, including execution of a Cooperative 
Research and Development Agreement (CRADA) with the U.S. Department of Defence. Growth of the company’s 
industrial ecosystem through new supplier, technology, and strategic partnerships supporting WindRunner’s 
advancement into the next development phase. Together, these advancements reflect Radia’s continued 
evolution from a breakthrough aircraft concept into a global aerospace program. I had the opportunity to speak 
with Radia during the show, where they informed me that the Windrunner program had attracted further interest 
from potential, investors, industry companies to become part of the program, and customers. The program is 
currently still on track to meet its plans to have the aircraft certified for 2030. If everything stays on the projected 
timelines Radia is hoping to fly the first aircraft to Farnborough for its worldwide debut at the Farnborough 
International Airshow in 2030. 
TEXTRON AVIATION: - 20 July 2026 - Textron Aviation Inc.,  announced the delivery of a factory-new, extended-
range Beechcraft King Air 360ER to support the Armed Forces of Malta’s maritime patrol missions in the central 
Mediterranean, expanding the country’s King Air fleet while strengthening operational capacity and maintaining 
fleet commonality. Delivered to Aerodata AG in Braunschweig, Germany, the aircraft will be configured for 
maritime patrol missions including border control, maritime surveillance, law enforcement and search and rescue, 
prior to delivery to the Armed Forces of Malta in 2027. 
***** 21 July 2026 - Textron Aviation Inc., announced in coordination with Ariegsa Manufacturing the order of ten 
new Cessna Skyhawk 172 aircraft from the Egyptian Aviation Academy. The aircraft are scheduled for delivery 
through 2027. 
TEXTRON BELL: - 20 July 2026 - Bell Textron Inc., announced at the Farnborough International Airshow 2026 
that it has delivered its 700th Bell 505 to a private VIP operator, highlighting the platforms’ popularity in the 
corporate aircraft segment. 
***** 22 July 2026 - Bell Textron Inc., announced a new milestone of 240,000 flight hours for the Bell Training 
Academy (BTA), reflecting Bell’s ongoing dedication to safety, capability and innovative learning. The academy 
continues to strengthen its position as a leading provider of pilot and maintenance training, supporting growing 
demand from commercial and parapublic operators across Europe. 
VERTICAL AEROSPACE: - 20 July 2026 - Vertical Aerospace and Sigma Air Mobility, an advanced air mobility 
operator and member of the Luxaviation Group, announced they have signed a MoU which includes the intended 
purchase of Vertical’s Valo eVTOL aircraft and supports the path from aircraft acquisition and operational testing 
through to the launch of commercial electric air mobility services. The MoU also establishes a framework for 
collaboration on aircraft operations, commercial readiness and customer requirements, further expanding 
Vertical’s growing ecosystem of commercial operators and strategic partners preparing for the introduction of 
electric aviation. 
***** 20 July 2026 - Vertical Aerospace made history by completing the first public eVTOL flight at Farnborough 
International Airshow. At 13:46 local time, in front of a global audience of aerospace leaders, regulators, 
operators and media, Simon Davies, Vertical’s Chief Test Pilot, flew Vertical’s full-scale prototype, completing a 
transition flight by moving from vertical take-off to wingborne cruise and back to vertical landing. The flight marks 
another historic first for Farnborough and a major milestone for the advanced air mobility industry, demonstrating 
how electric aviation is moving from concept to commercial reality. 
***** 21 July 2026 - Vertical Aerospace announced that it is in advanced discussions with the UK Government on 
a package of support to anchor the first of its planned global full-production sites in the United Kingdom. The 
Company is now progressing UK site down-selection for its Valo electric vertical take-off and landing (eVTOL) 
aircraft assembly and battery manufacturing facilities. The package would include a further grant of up to £10 
million ($13.5 million), (subject to the completion of legal, subsidy control, due diligence and ministerial approval 
processes) bringing total direct UK Government funding support to approximately £48 million ($64 million). 
Vertical’s first full-scale aircraft final assembly and battery manufacturing facilities are expected to support around 
700 direct jobs by 2030, alongside wider benefits for the UK aerospace supply chain, industrial capability and 
future aviation ecosystem. 
***** 21 July 2026 - Vertical Aerospace announced it has joined Project VERTI-GO, a major European 
collaboration designed to accelerate the safe integration of electric aircraft into everyday airspace. 
***** 22 July 2026 - Vertical Aerospace announced it has signed a MoU with the General Authority of Civil 
Aviation (GACA) of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The collaboration seeks to help establish the regulatory and 
operational foundations needed to enable Advanced Air Mobility in Saudi Arabia. The agreement, which supports 
Vertical’s strategy of working alongside regulators worldwide, will explore ways to support validation of Vertical’s 
Valo aircraft type certification, support the development of regulatory frameworks for future electric aircraft 
operations, and prepare Saudi Arabia’s aviation ecosystem for the safe introduction of eVTOL aircraft. Alongside 
this agreement, a separate MoU was signed between Vertical and Cluster2 Airports Company, a leading Saudi 
airport operator, at the Farnborough International Airshow on Monday 20 July 2026. The MoU establishes a 
framework for cooperation to explore, assess, and prepare for the development of eVTOL aircraft operations 
within the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, including evaluating the potential deployment of Vertical aircraft across 
Cluster2 Airports’ network. 
***** 22 July 2026 - VIC Properties (“VIC”), the Portuguese developer behind some of Portugal’s most ambitious 
luxury residential and resort destinations, and Vertical Aerospace, have signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
(“MoU”) to explore the future introduction of electric air mobility services in Portugal, with an initial focus on 
Pinheirinho, the 400-hectare estate located in Comporta, which includes Six Senses Comporta. Electric vehicle 
infrastructure has become a baseline expectation across ambitious residential and hospitality developments. This 



partnership explores what comes next: how electric air mobility can extend that same thinking to how people can 
travel across Europe’s most desirable regions, while reducing environmental impact without compromising on 
convenience, speed and safety. It follows Vertical’s partnership with Héli Air Monaco to explore future Valo 
operations across the French Riviera, connecting destinations including Monaco, Nice, Cannes and Saint-
Tropez. Additional VIC destinations may also be considered as the partnership develops. 
***** 24 July 2026 - Vertical Aerospace announced it will lead the development, in partnership with the University 
of Bath along with engineering technology and consulting firm InnCat Ltd., of next-generation high-power 
charging and thermal management technology through the UK Government-backed ECLiPSE (Electrified 
Charging & Liquid-cooling Provision for Support of E-flights) programme. Announced at the Farnborough 
International Airshow, the project has been selected for funding through the UK Department for Transport’s Zero 
Emission Flight Demonstrator programme and represents a total investment of approximately £3.4 million, 
including up to £1.75 million in government funding, subject to completion of the grant agreement. 
 

PARTICIPATING AIRCRAFT 
The following aircraft were noted in the static and flying displays, all present each day, unless shown with a 
“Dept” date or date(s) “Only”, FSM indicates Full Size Model. The UAE AF – Al Fursan team displayed daily, 
except on the 21st when an aircraft went tech, it should also be noted that the team numbers on the tails were 
possibly changed during the week. The Spitfire, which displayed and landed on the 23rd was supposed to fly on 
the 24th but went tech during the take-off run whilst still on the runway. The General Electric Saab 340 had a test 
electric engine fitted to the starboard side and a standard engine on the port side. The two Typhoons on the 24th 
performed a single flypast together. 
 
STATIC AREAS 
Textron 
 Bell MV-75 (FSM) 
G-EJMX Bell 505   
N407PB Bell 407   
N408SM Cessna 408 Sky Courier Special Missions  
 
Leonardo 
 Leonardo Astore Levante UAV 
CSX81848 Leonardo AW139 Italian AF 
LH001 Leonardo Proteus Royal Navy titles 
MM55254 Leonardo M345/T-345A Italian AF (61-214) 
  
Cross Runway 
 Beta Technologies MV250  (FSM) 
’23-002’ General Atomics FQ-42A USAF (FSM) 
6065 Aero Vodochody L-159 ALCA Czech AF 
9234 Saab Gripen JAS39C Czech AF 
ATS-002 Boeing MQ-28A RAAF (Real Drone, Retired) 
C-GSHP DHC Sherpa  DH of Canada 
D-CNXT Dornier Do228 NXT Dornier 
MM55144 Leonardo M346/T-346A Italian AF (61-02) 
MM62214 Leonardo C-27J Italian AF (46-84) 
MM7352 Eurofighter F-2000A Italian AF (51-52) 
N214BT Beta Technologies CX-300 Loganair titles 
N399CL Saab 340 General Electric test bed 
N703DN Boeing 777-232LR(MF) DHL 
N747GF Boeing 747-446 General Electric test bed 
ZA137/PO Westland Sea King HU.5 Heli Operations 
  
Central Area 
 Airbus U145 UAV  (cab only FSM) 
 Airbus U-760 Ravenstorm UAV  (FSM) 
 EVE 100 E-VTOL (FSM) 
N/A Pedal-powered Project University (24th Only) 
0520 Embraer C-390 Millennium Czech AF 
A6-EXY Airbus A350-941 Emirates (Dept 22nd) 
F-WWOY Airbus Helicopters H160 Airbus 
G-EVTA Vertical Aerospace VA-1X Vertical Aerospace 
N64321 Airbus A321-271NY United Airlines (Dept 22nd) 
PR-ETZ Embraer 190-400 (E195-E2) Porter Airlines ‘956’ (Dept 23rd)  
ZM413 Airbus A400M Atlas C1 RAF 
 
US Military Area  
 Lockheed Martin F-35A  (FSM) 



11-20358  Sikorsky UH-60M US Army 
13-08435 Boeing CH-47F Chinook US Army 
19-5493 Lockheed Martin F-35A  USAF (LN 493FS)(Flying 24th) 
20-5975 Lockheed C-130J-30 Hercules USAF (Georgia ANG) 
  
Eastern Static 
F-HVIX Dassault Falcon 6X   
 
BAe Complex 
 BAE T-7A Red Hawk  (FSM) 
 Eurofighter Typhoon  (FSM) 
 BAE Brontanax CCA (FSM) Unveiled 22nd 
 
MBDA Chalet 
ZZ413 Wildcat HMA.2 Royal Navy 
 
Inside Hall 4 
 Windracers Ultra  
 Vertical Aerospace Valo (FSM) 
 
Outside Hall 4 
 Sikorsky S-97 Raider (FSM) 
 
Amongst Chalets 
 Archer/Anduril Thunder VTOL (FSM)  
 BAE GCAP 6th Gen Fighter (FSM) 
 Joby E-VTOL (FSM) 
 TAI Hurjet  (FSM) 
 
Flightline (Eastern end) 
770 Hongdu L-15E UAE AF – Al Fursan team 
771 Hongdu L-15E UAE AF – Al Fursan team 
772 Hongdu L-15E UAE AF – Al Fursan team 
773 Hongdu L-15E UAE AF – Al Fursan team 
774 Hongdu L-15E UAE AF – Al Fursan team 
775 Hongdu L-15E UAE AF – Al Fursan team 
779 Hongdu L-15E UAE AF – Al Fursan team 
780 Hongdu L-15E UAE AF – Al Fursan team 
F-WMIL Airbus A350-1041 Airbus 
MM7292 Eurofighter F-2000A Italian AF Special c/s (4-50) 
 
Display Flying Parked Far Side 
PT-ZNG Embraer C-390 Millennium Embraer (Dept 23rd) 
N100BD Bombardier Global 7500 (Global 8000) 
  
Display Flying Only 
C-FARA Shorts Skyvan Army Red Devils (20th/24th) 
G-SSCR Extra (24th) 
G-NGTC Extra (24th) 
G-RRGN Spitfire PS853 (23rd/24th) 
20-5601 Lockheed Martin F-35A USAF (LN) (20th/21st) 
22-5685 Lockheed Martin F-35A USAF (LN) (22nd) 
ZH776 Boeing Chinook RAF (20th/23rd) 
ZD982 Boeing Chinook RAF (21st/22nd/24th) 
ZK317 Typhoon RAF(24th Only) 
ZK325 Typhoon RAF(24th Only) 
ZM739 AH-64 Blue Eagles (23rd/24th) 
ZM713 AH-64 Blue Eagles (24th) 
ZM718 AH-64 Blue Eagles (23rd) 
ZZ521 Wildcat Blue Eagles (23rd/24th) 
 


